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Statement by Dr. Ann Frisch, speaking in opposition to the dove
hunt,

The question before us today is whether we should shoot

mourning doves and if so, what justification do we have for doing
s0?”

The Department of Natural Resources, has invoked the name of
science, particularly biology, to justify the killing of mourning
doves. They deny the motive is license revenues and special
interest politics. One more animal to kill raises the hopes of more
licensed hunters to bring in more federal revenue matched by
state taxpayers to pay the game biologists and create more
animals for killing. (The federal tax that goes to the DNR comes
from the sale, in part, of Saturday night speciais and other guns
only used to kill people).

~ Buttheissue is not shall we kill any animals as a fund raiser.

The refocusing of the mourning dove issue brings up other
concerns.

The dove hunt question has raised the issue of the saturation of
guns in the community. Shall the DNR be able to override the
right of people in a community to make their own rules about
hunting in cities, or shall DNR bureaiicrats make these rules?
But the question is not do we want the proliferation of weapons in
our community, as distasteful as it is.

The dove hunt question has raised the issue of teaching youth to
kill. This was particularly apparent at the Natural Resources
Board last summer when friends of the DNR got up to say they
needed the dove hunt to teach their children to enjoy killing.

But the issue is not shall we teach our children to kill; they are
already learning and practicing.



The dove hunt question has raised the issue of an apparent civil
war among hunters pitting brother against brother, husband
against wife, and father against son. The DNR strategy of
manipulation backfired though and split even those who oppose
hunting doves.

But the civil war between hunters does not concern us here.

The issue to be decided is shall we kill the mourning dove in
Wis-consin

What is the justiﬁcatlon'? Some admit it is just for sport. That
rankles many ‘The DNR mvokes the name of biology and science.
“The science is goad” they say.. But the DNR- “bmlogy” argument
is: there. are moummg doves;, they are fun to kill, we probably

j_ 'won’t exterminate the race, 'so therefore we can and should kill
them. The DNR can’t decide. are there 12 million or 4 million or
how the population dropped so dramatically. Why sucha
discrepancy between their estimates and the more impartial
estimates of 1.5 million? The DNR can’t decide whether the

population is on an increase or a decline, That’s mathemat:cs,
not bloiogy

The biological argument is all on the side of the opponents of the

. .__:.dove hunt. Pain and death is bioicgy Killing doves during nestmg- L L
'season muitlphes the death.: Meummg doves killed; mates o

injured; nestlings die from starvation and loss of parents. Toxic
shot leaves lead in the fields to be consumed ‘by birds; dead birds
are eaten by other ammais maitiplymg the assault o

The bwiegy of the dove hunt is that Amer:can Kestrets K;ildeer
Sharp shinned hawks and some woodpeckers are mistaken for
mourning doves and will be shot by hunters.

The biology of the dove hunt is that doves fly from bird feeder to
field. The DNR says that hunters will not shoot at our bird

feeders. This is the “velcro theory” of mourning doves: that
doves are attached to bird feeders with velcro. The biology is that
they fly from feeder to field. If hunters kill or injure them in the
field, they will not return to our feeders.

The sociological argument is that hunting is another recreation
and more is better. But the truth is that one more hunting season



takes time and space away from other recreation.
Photographers, hikers, bikers do not enjoy their sport when there
is gunfire. The extension of hunting into the first week of
September erodes our fall outings. Hunting does not coexist with
any other sport. Hunting preempts all other recreation.

We even have to wear blaze orange to drive through the
countryside or get our mail at the mailbox.

The question is simple: shall we kill mourning doves? The answer
should be “no”!!
NoDoveHunt testimony 3 22 01



TATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 45 BEFORE THE SENATE
ENVIROMENTAL RE RCE MITTEE. MARCH 22, 2001

Chairperson Baumgart, Members of the Committee:

Even though | am unable to attend the hearing today, | appreciate the opportunity to
send this written statement. | strongly support SB 45 and urge this committee to vote in
favor of the bill and send it on to the full legislature for its consideration. Since the
legislature protected the mourning dove, Wisconsin's symbol of peace, in 1971, it
should be the legislature, as the voice of the people, that should determine whether the
bird is hunted, not the DNR. :

Mr. Chairperson, you have indicated that you do not intend to hold a vote on this bill
because the issue of a mourning dove hunting season was already determined last
year by the Conservation Congress, the DNR board, and the legislature. | participated
in that process from the beginning, and | can tell you that there was nothing democratic
about it and it does not represent the will of the majority of Wisconsin citizens. The
DNR/Conservation Congress spring hearings are attended almost exclusively by
hunters. We are all aware of the problems with the Aprit 2000 hearings. | was one of
the hundreds who were unable to even get into the Qutagamie County hearing. As for
the DNR board vote, | watched in disbelief as Mr. Behnke spoke of his longstanding
opposition to a dove hunt, yet voted in favor of a season because he didn't like PETA's
anti-milk campaign! At the legislative committee level, as you know, neitherof the, =~
committees even held a vote on the proposed rule, despite the overwhelming hearing -
attendance against the hunting season. The entire process was driven by paranoid
"anti-hunter" rhetoric in order to discredit those of us who oppose a hunting season, not
all hunting.

I ask you, at what point in the entire process have the people spoken and been
listened to? And now this committee holds what appears to be a sham hearing with no
intention of moving this bill out of committee. Why waste everyone's time and the
taxpayers' dollars if you've already decided the outcome? | hope that you will restore
our faith in our democratic system by moving SB 45 forward to the full legisiature. The
1971 enactment of the legislature should not be overridden by a partisan process
engineered by Rep. Johnsrud, chairperson of the Assembly Natural Resources
Committee. It is time for the people to speak and to truly be heard.

Lynn M. Driessen
312 East Calumet Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915



Testimony before the Senate Committee Environmental Resources — March 22, 2001
Keith Warnke, Burean of Wildlife Management

Mourning dove hunt prohibition

Good moming Sen. Baumgart and members of the committee.

INTRODUCTION

My name 1s Keith Warnke, I work in the Bureau of Wildlife Management and ] have been the
primary person dealing with the mourning doves over the past couple years. My objectives today
are to summarize the public input we received, present a brief overview of dove biology, outline
why DNR opposes SB435, and address some of the issues you will hear today. I have provided
each of you with a packet of information which includes a memo that goes into-mourning dove
biology in great detail; a copy of the testimony of David Dolton to the NRB last June; 2 memo
from Department attorneys regarding the authority for establishing a dove season; a copy of a
letter from the US Fish and Wildlife Service verifying our population estimate; and a copy of my
testimony foday. - S :

This hearing relates to the dove season established in Wisconsin last year. Great measures were
undertaken to encourage public input when considering this option. There were articies in

" newspapers, on radio and on television announcing the public hearings held on this issue. We

opened an extensive public comment period on this issue that lasted several months. During this

period, over 6,000 written comments were received before it ended in April. The written

comments were nearly evenly split in support of and oppositicn to the season.

The dove season was given public hearing twice in every county in Wisconsin; once in 1999 and
again in 2000. Last April, over 30,000 peoplé turned out at these hearings to express their
opinions. Support for the season at these public hearings was strong. By a 3.5 to 1 margin, dove
hunting was endersed. In 67 of 72 counties, the public supported the regulated and limited dove

. hunt-weniow have. The process was very lengthy; it was inclusive; and it was extremely effective

- at hearing publ opinion regarding the dove season. The Départment supports maintaining the

" ‘season currently in place.

BIOLOGY'

Mourning doves are the most abundant and widely distributed game bird in North America and
Wisconsin. The breeding range encompasses all of the lower 48 states and parts of Canada and Mexico.
The current continent-wide population estimate is over 400 million in the fall migration. For
comparison, there were over 100 million ducks in the continental fall flight last year. Mourning doves
are abundant throughout Wisconsin, and are most numerous south of a line from Green Bay to Eau
Claire.

Conservatively, we estimated the number of mourning doves migrating from Wisconsin in the fall at 4-
5 million. The US Fish and Wildlife Service concurs with this estimate as outlined in the letter | have
included in your packet. That population estimate indicates that Wisconsin has more doves than half of
the east of the Mississippi River.

There are two primary surveys used to monitor dove population trends: First, the breeding bird survey
is conducted along 71 routes in Wisconsin, Results from this survey indicate that the Wisconsin dove
population has shown an increasing trend over the past 33 vears.



- conducting an extensive public inpit gathering

The 2™ index used to monitor dove population trends is the U 8 Fish and Wildlife Service Call Count
Survey. The Call count survey is run along 22 routes throughout Wisconsin by professional wildlife
biologists. The most recent results show a stable dove population over the last 10 years in Wisconsin.
Over the 34 year period of the Call Count Survey, results again indicate a stable population in
Wisconsin.

These two surveys along with other biological facts outlined in the information you have give us the
ability to properly monitor and manage doves and dove hunting. The results and analysis are
professionally peer reviewed and are currently used by the USFWS to establish regulated dove hunting
that will guarantee the resource for future generations. These surveys allow us to annually monitor the
dove population and provide long term data sets to which we can compare annual population
fluctuations.

We are certain that state and federal biologists have more than sufficient knowledge and
management specifications in place to guarantee the mourning dove resource. Protecting the
resource is always our first priority.

We stand by our conclusion that hunting doves in Wisconsin will'not negatively impact our .

- population, nor will it have a negative inipact on the continental mourning dove population. At
. the NRB hearing last May, 10 professional biologists, 2 agency directors from neighboring states
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service chief mourning dove biologist testified that mourning dove

" hunting doées not threaten the population. . -

Any kind of hunting is bound to be controversial. In fact, any agency charged with managing
difficult multiple use issues will be controversial. I think Aldo Leopold said it best: “Public
policies for outdoor recreation are controversial. Equaliy conscientious citizens hold opposite
views.” I think that controversy makes our protection of the resources stronger. Dove hunting is
a professionaily managed and properiy regulated outdoor recreational opportunity that in will no
way de-rail the success of our dove population. We made the decision to go forward with a
mourning dove season only after first confirming that the population would be secure and then
‘period. S T e

A Wisconsin Perspective

The Department does not expect that mourning dove hunting will result in an increase in the
number of licenses sold. We estimaté that approximately 20,000-30,000 people may choose to
hunt doves and harvest an average of 5 doves per hunter. Our season is 60 days long with a daily
bag limit of 15 birds and a possession limit of 30, beginning September first in accordance with

- federal season frameworks. - - SRR o ' o

When the federal migratory bird treaty act went in to effect in 1918, migratory birds, including
doves, were protected except under the allowable seasons and harvest restriction established
anpuially by the USFWS in accordance with the act, Mourning doves are one of the few species
for which this treaty allows hunting,

The legal authority to establish a dove season has been thoroughly investigated by our attorneys
who have concluded that the statutes clearly provide that authority to the agency. In the 1971
symbol of peace legislation, there were no provisions protecting mourning doves from hunting.

Mourning dove hunting is NOT done for target practice. Doves are hunted for food. Further,
failure to retrieve game is illegal under current state law and it is enforced by conservation
wardens.



Mourning doves will NOT be shot from backyard feeders. It is iliegal to hunt within 100 vds of a
building without the owners permission. This is not an issue with squirrels at bird feeders and it
will not be one with doves.

There is NO evidence to suggest that the number of doves seen at backyard feeders will decline
due to hunting. In fact, studies in Ohio concluded that urban mourning doves are far vulnerable to
hunting than rural doves,

There is NO evidence that other species are threaten by mourning dove hunting. A review of the
literature regarding kestrel and killdeer populations (the two birds most brought up as mis-
identification concerns) gives no indication that there are concerns for their populations because
of dove hunting. Edentlﬁcation of any hunted species is the responsibility of the hunter.

You may hear opinions that this issue sheuld be decided at a statewide public referendum. The
issue has been discussed at 72 public hearings held on April 10, 2000, 72 public hearings in 1999,
and during several months of public comment. Additionally, there have been af least three
meetings ef the Natural Resources Board where the public has commented on this i issue. That is a
truly unprecedented number of oppomzmtles and length of time for public.comment. Tt would be
s mesponszble of the acencv to manage Wﬂdhfe and namrai resources by pubilc referendum

Many peopie have ques‘aoned the qu@te«unquete “need” for ancther spec;es m huni ‘The “need”
argument really focuses back on the department’s mission to provide a full range of outdoor
recreation opportunities. Is there any need to hunt ducks? Is there a need for turkey hunting?
Hunting is a very personal decision and its one the department has long supported through
offermcv a wide variety of opportunities. Mourning dove hunting fits into this philosophy: the
biology supports a regulated hunting opportunity; The public opinion at the spring hearings
strongly supported this new opportunm’ Mourning dove hunting may be the most publicly
accessible hunting opportunity in the state; And this wide- spread and very abundant species can
pr{wzde hunting oppcrs:umty to a}l hanfer:, at minimal cost.

oo summary, the Department opposes 3}343 because:

- - the mourning dove resource can sustain properly regulateé huntmg

- the hunting pubhc has endorsed this hunt.

- the atiendees at public hearings supported the hunt

- offering this opportunity fits thhm the mission of DNR to p:rowde a full range of
outdom uses; and - -

- the season we now have evolved fmm a process tha‘i was extensive and effectzve at
gathermg and can_mdermg pubhc epxmon fmm all those 1_nterested.

Thank you for the opportunity to address the committee today and I will to try to answer any
questions.



180 West Moin Streef, Stoughton, Wi 53589, Tel. 608-873-2000 / Fox 6068-873-2004
E-mail : ucci @ worldnel.off.net

March 22, 2001

To: State Sencdor Baumgart Hearing Commitiee
Re:  Senatie Bill 45; to Prohibit Hunling of the Mouming Dove
From: Giovanno Lazzare, Coordinator

1 would like to thank Senator Moen for infroducing Bill 45. 1f this bill shouid pass it
would preserve the will of the 1971 Wisconsin legislalure who removed the
mourning dove as a game bird and designated it as Wisconsin's symbol of
peace. When in 1971 Senator LaFave and eleven other senators introduced a bill
to remove the: mourning dove from the deﬂnﬂmn of- game bird, they did so not
because of anti- bunfmg senﬁmenfs, bui to proiec*} the dnve, one. of Wzsconsin s
most beicved birds : _

The mnjofity of stcte cmmns then and now do no} want ihe hummg of this

particular bird. As asociely we do not wish to unnecessarily kill wildlife strictly for
the sake of challenge or as a pastime. There has always been a basis of science
or hedith fhat has defermined the faking of animaiiife, but in this case there Is no
sound scientific study made by the DNR that warrants killing these birds. In fact,
in Wisconsin the moummg dove pnpalaﬁon is dsminishing

. The Natural: Resaume Board ﬁenxed hunting doves in 1971 and 1989. When the
- dove hunt was: agam proposed in 1999, instead of Juslifying the hunt with the

.. _sclence and bxoiogy that would suppaﬁ a huni’mg season, the DNR o;gnmzed a
' _political campaign fo profect the right 1o hunt.and the future of huntmg Asa

result of this propaguanda and fear to lose hunting priviieges a record number of
hunters alended the Conservation Congress hearings on April 10, 2000, not
necessaﬂ!y fo voie onag dave seasan butto pw?ecf %heir hunﬁng herﬂage

indeed, Senafcr Eaumgcrt und hnnomble members of the commrﬁee ihe April
10 heming vote does not reflect the sentiment of a great majority -of Wisconsin
cifizens for many were not able to vote at the hearings for lack of space or
ballots, or were unaware of the meetings. Thousands of lefters, phone calis, e-
mails and petitions in opposition to the hunt were sent to DNR officials and state
representatives. Nevertheless the legisiators and DNR did very litle to
acknowledge this public opimcn and stop the. dmre hunt. Citizens felt and still

To penalize the state’s "symbol of peace‘* only fﬁr the sake ef reussuring“%he right
to hunt is-an lmesponsible action taken by state officials who should represent the
will of all citizens and not solely special inferest groups. Nolural resources belong

to all of the people of Wisconsin.

Lurge members of the commitiee to vote in favor of Bill 45,

Advocacy for Eésponsibfe Government is o branch of We Citizens of Wisconsin for a Cruelty-free Sociely
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By FRANX ZUERN

Mourning doves nest in September

- parent bird is killed, the nesting cycle
is broken. Eggs are lost and the

the tens of thousands. This biological -
fact is denied by the Department of
. Natural Resources and dove-hunt pro-

~ justify a Sept. | hunting date.
" toxic ‘lead ‘shot for ‘dove  hunting.
| '200,000 pounds of toxic lead pellets

|
: ; Wisconsin’s farm fields and upiands
1| The poisonous lead shot will be mis-

i gizzards and many will die a pamfui

' % déath from Iead pozsomng or starva-

:éi‘:.& FHEE

tion. -

" ducks and geese,

Your opinion is needed to be heard

the neediess demmataon

50 A8 to stop,
. of ‘a §pécie

" decline. ;The reproductive: rate s

- i%close to 50 percent, according to U.S.
- Fish and Wildlife Service data. -

pitny ..,..WA,A“ T

. and through October. When just one

nestlings (squabs) will die hideously
from starvation. The losses will be in

ponents. The denial is needed so asto k beaut:fut so"g’ the SWlft

- Amazingly, the DNR Board on
- May 24 voted 5-2 to allow the use'of -

- ‘When 25,000 dove hunters fire two
million munds they will spew about

-annually across  the -surface -of |

i taken for small stone grit by turkeys, .
“pheasants ;and geese; all are upland :
IR feeders. The lead will paralyze their -

: T}aat i85 why Eead shot has been
. banned “for . many years m huntmg

‘(doves) ralready jin ©

declined drastically in the past 10
years. The DNR has no data of its
own on dove populatmns About
three years ago the DNR “estimated” -
that we had 12 million ‘mourning :

_doves in Wisconsin. This changed to °

4 mﬂhon recentiy No one knows the

Please act to save the

f flaght and the nestzng
~behavior so unique to

i “this wild creature. Our -

g enjoyment of tins birdis

a specla! gift that only

thoughtfu! action now,
heip guarantee fo yaur |
- children and
l\ grandchlldren for th;s
century and beyend

L
1- ‘you can, thruugh your

real number That is why a long-term
independent study has been called for
by the: Wisconsin..

scientists of our state).
Conservatwe estimal

Oshkosh, W1 34

-:.~good

: Society of
.Ofmthology (These folks are__the bird .

Mr. Frank A. Zuem
1040 > ‘viarlcoga Dr.
04-8117

| One last chance to stop mournmg dove slaughter

by hunter errors, because these small
hawks have the similar flight speed
and profile”as doves. Hunters will
cnppie and lose thousands of doves.
The Agriculture/Environmental
Commﬁteﬂ 'will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, June 2{, at 8:30 a.m,,

:» Room 411 "South, Capltol Building
: ;-(Mad;sen} “All written and/or e-mail
.must be sent by June .15. Citizens

may register to speak (five-minute

‘rule) or just reg1ster No pre-registra- -
-tion required. This is a legal review of
the DNR Board vote to hunt doves.

-1 trust that as a hunter or outdoor

.+ enthusiast you have your own reasons
~for not hunting doves. Some folks say
“we should hunt doves and grill their

breasts “because the meat tastes

‘But mournmg doves have taken

| over 400 million years to evolve. into
this soaring meteor, swift and mild, |
«-belonging to_all, left free and wild.

This 1ssue is realIy Do we have the

= - moral strength to just let this one
, wﬂd creature exist for its own sake?
. Please act.to save the beautiful

song, the sw;ft flight, ‘and the nesting |

behavior 50 unique to this wild crea-

U ture. Our enjoyment of this bird is a
speczal gift that only you can, through
your thoughtful action now, help

guarantee to.your children and grand—
chﬂdren for this century and beyond

f-’RANK ZﬂERN.IS an Oshkosh ressdent
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_ 1040 Maricopa Dr.
T ) g Oshkosh, WI 54904
‘To: . Natural Resources, Board

ST T 1/21/2000
Trygve Solberg, Chalp/Geordge Meyer, Sec. and
H. F. Behnke, G M. rien, H. D. Poulson,
J. E. Tiefenthaler, Jr., S. D. Willett

Proposed gun season on Mourning Doves;
Do not allow it.
This week a Cooper's Hawk kiiled a Mourning Dove in my yard. It did so because
it must eat to survive. There were 80 feathers and spots of blood on the new-
fallen snow. This is part of what the Native Americans called THE WEB OF LIFE.
Mourning Doves are a vital part of the prgxugase for hawks and owis. A needless
gun season on doves will negatively impactjnatural relationship. Humans DO NCT
require eating doves for food. The fact is that a qun season on Mourning Doves
will serve only to further alienate hunters vs. ncn-hunters. (I am a hunter, ,with|
cix decades afield in Wis.) Clay pigeons should be used for target practice, not \
the STATE BIRD OF PEACE. <
Further, invite your fieid Wildlife Staff to tell the truth about Moyghing Dove
reproduction in Wis. They would agree with my documented cbservations that this
species still have numercus young in the nest in September and through Cctober.
~ Thus, aay gun season will condemn thousands of Mourning Dove squabs to a hideous
death by starvation. This Board would ke repeating the terrible mistake made by
the people who chopped down the nesting colony trees to catch and slaughter the
young Passenger Pigeons. Many thousands of young pigeons fluttered and escaped the
killing fields, only to be abandoned by their parents (and thus starved to death).
This is documented in my book®, SHOOTING ON UPLAND, MARSH AND STREAM: written by
William B. Leffingwell, and published in 18%0 by Rand, McNally & CO. This book is
an Historical record of hunting from over 100 years ago. The chapter, THE WILD PIGEON
documents how this meteor of the air was driven to extinction by man's greed and
arrogance. The author states: "a young pigeon will surely die if Geprived of its
parents." This refers to the trapping off of the parent birds. I am sure that you
can only draw but one conclusion from this as it relates to shooting Mourning Doves.
Mr, Leffingwell states: "we have at the lowest possible estimate, a grand total of
. 1,000,000,000-Passenger Pigeons sacrificed to mammon during the nesting season of 1878,

Gentlemen:

Incredably, yes, ONE BILLION.: = - oo 0 oo U e i RN
" George Santayana cautioned us*with this philosophical advice: "Those who cannot
learn from the lessons of History are condemned to repeat its mistakes.' Holding a
dove killing season will only perpetuate the false god of avarice and greed. , . .

T urge each of you to consider these facts very carefully before you make &
decision regarding placing this question for a Mourning Dove season on the Spring
agenda for an advisory vote by the Conservation Congress.

Ultimately, the goodness and greatness of the TNR Board will be measured by
your moral strength in taking action that will prevent our ever having to mourn the
1oss of this magnificent species —- Zenaidura macroura.

I ask kindly of each DNR Board member to please re-read, at your earliest convenience

Aldo Leopold's soul-stirring essay: "On a Monument to the Pigeon.”

Peace be with you.

* This is my Grandfather's antique Yours for planet Earth
vook; Circa: late 1800's. s P ’

Copy to: Mr, Meyer Q,g/gd/r% ﬁ . é/LW

and each Board 7 K A 7
Member . ran . Zuern



TO KILL A MOURNING DOVE
BY FRANK A. ZUERN

THE BIRD OF PEACE, WE SAY WE LOVE,
GET A GUN, SHOOT A MOURNING DOVE!
THE QUESTION NOW IS OBVIOUSLY,
WHY KILI. DOVES SO NEEDLESSLY?

HUNTING DOVES IN AUTUMN, LOGICALLY,

DOESN'T FIT THE SPECIES, GENETICALLY.

FIND ORPHANED SQUABS IN A STARVING NEST,
WHILE SOME-ONE DINES ON THEIR MOTHER'S BREAST!

WHAT HUMAN NEEDS AND GOALS WE MEET,
WHEN BLOODIED FEATHERS LIE AT OUR FEET?
A HUNTER'S LIMIT : (N + 8),

SHAMEFUL TROPHIES TO CELEBRATE!

A SOARING METECR, SWIFT AND MILD,
BELONGS TO ALL, LEFT FREE AND WILD.
NO-ONE NEEDS TO KILL A DOVE,

ASK OLD NOAH, WHAT IS LOVE?

MOURNING DOVE FACTS

.Specles Z@naldura Macroura
Length: About 12 inches o

Flight: Swift; with whistling wing souné

Song: Mournful cocing

_w”ge/bzgeclng Nova Scotia to Manitoba, Maine to the Upper
Mid-West, Wisconsir to the Gulf Coast, to E. Kansas and Iowa.
Nesting: From MarCf through Cctober, raises 4 or 5 broods,
twvo eggs/flimsy nest of sticks and heavier grass stalks. High
mortality -of young and adults. Life-span about 1% years. If
one of the adult pzir is lost, the nest cycle is broken.
Ecology: Important prey base for hawks and owls. Important
weed seed eater, thus helps farmers. USF & WS data shows a
20 per cent wounding rate loss in dove hunting states. Some

of these states have shown a 50 per cent decline in dove pop-
ulations. Kestrels in flight can be easily mistaken for a dove.

NOTE: The Western Mourning Dove is a related species; it bresds
in Western N. America, East to Manitoba, Minn., Nebraskz and

Oklzhoma.
M, Frank A. Zuern

1046 Maricopa Dr.
} Oshkosh, WE 54904.8117



In a {March 26) letter, Department of

- Natural Resources Secretary George E.
_Meyer stated, “Before a fina] decision is
made regarding mourning dove hunting we
- must be confident that the biology is sound
-.and that public opinion has been sought.” 1

~would like to briefly address both parts of

- ‘this statement. . ‘
. "The biology used by the DNR for this

";:.spe,cies is not sound. Almost fo mourning }

.dove studies have been .conducted in

 Wisconsin. We do not have reliable data |
- from any source to answer many guestions

about population trends of the ‘dove in
. Wisconsin, about productivity in the state’s
* dove population, or give accurate numbers
- of doves living and breeding in Wisconsin.
~The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has indi-
_cated its federal . research programs to: be

Sinsufficient. . = o

lion to 1.5 million, The fact'is, we do not
~know what the actual population is.” How
- can it be positively stated that a hunting sea-
- son-can be sustained by the population,
- when we don't know what the population is.
- ‘Public opinion is being sought on this
‘question. Yes, it is attached to the meeting
~of the Conservation Congress, a group
composed mostly of hunters and anglers,
~but'the DNR hearing where a vote will be
“taken is open.to the public. o

- Iris the right of every person who lives in

- belongstous all; not just to the hunters, not
+just'to the animal rights groups, not just to
“those who wish to only watch or photo-
graph wildlife, i

S oudtds the duty of evervone who cares
-about wildlife to attend the hearings on
_April 10 and vote on the question of allow-

.ing:a’ hunting season on mourning doves.-
The governor, legislators, and ‘the DNR .

 have all said the vote at the April 10 hearing
will probably determine if there is a hunting

Season or not.
Bettie Harriman
- Oshkosh

- Various estimates of the number of doves
n'Wisconsin have been given, from 15 mil -

_the state of Wisconsin o vote on how
dlife is utilized. The wildlife of our state

At the 2000 Winnebago County |
Conservation Congress meeting held on |

April 10 attendees voted 673 to 197 in
favor of a mourning dove hunt. While
proponents of the mourning dove hunt
may perteive this vote as a victory, one
must take into consideration the setting
in which this vote occurred before draw-
ing any conclusions. The Conservation
Congress has traditionally reflected the
opinions of the hunting, fishing and trap-
' ping interest in this county and through-
out the state of Wisconsin, not the popu-
iation as a whole. S
This year’s Conservation Congress
meeting was lively and lengthy. As I lis-
tened, I became .increasingly aware that

the hunting interest was clearly in a hys- -
terical ‘mind set-when it’ came to any .

~issue that would limit ot not expand their

perceived “right” ‘to hunt, fish and trap. -
It was_either: stated or ‘implied many.

times throughout the night (and I stayed
~until midnight) that any vote in favor of
restricting -or_preventing expansion of
hunting, fishing or trapping rights was a

vote for the animal rights activist groups. :

Approving a mourning dove hunt is

the quickest way to incite the ranks of .

those non-hunters who would have previ-
ously supported sportsmen’s hunting,
fishing, and trapping privileges. It would
lend credibility to the radial beliefs of
those who perceive hunters as killing any-

thing that moves for sport and those who'|
perceive hunting ‘as barbarian, [ believe |

that-the hunting “interest in Wisconsin
will need to compromise on this issue if
they wish to have the ongoing support of
the general public. o

1 do not believe that the Conservation
Congress miourning dove vote'is reflec-
tive of the opinion -of the population of
Winnebago County or Wisconsin as a

+'whole, “only the hunting Jdhterest, |

‘request that the Department of Natural
Resource and the Legislature take a sec-
ond_look at the mourning dove hunt

issue before passing any rules or legisla-

tion that would be so offensive to so

| many, including myself. -~ -

Oshkosh

| Legislature, as the Wisconsin State

{ hunting population is under the belief

| memories; is to'be taken away as if this |

| Voted down twice before, let us. put
1 this issue to its final resting place.

Mourning dove campaign
seeks to stop bird hunt

“Operation Mourning Dove” began
on Memorial Day 2000. As an ex
Marine and a Vietnam veteran, I was
outraged over ‘the .lack of feelings
shown at the Natural Resources Board
hearing held on the 24th of May in
Shawano concerning the proposal to
hunt mourning doves in the state of
Wisconsin, In.1971 the mourning dove
was designated, by the state

“Bird of Peace” dedicated to Vietnam ™
velerans, T
. An overly paranoid faction of the

that if they are denied “their right” to
hunt our .“bird of peace” and a bird
enjoyed by many, hunters. and non-
hunters alike, that all of “their” hunt-|"
ing “privileges,™ mnot ‘their hunting
“rights,” will be snatched away from
them.. Knowing about sacrifice and
the'denial of rights, it saddens me to
ask for ‘your help, but also knowing
you in a way that only another
Vietnam veteran could understand,
this request is made with the utmost of
respect and faith. We were not given
much, yet a symbol of peace dedicated
to all of us who still welcome one
another home and those who will: ~
always be at home in’ our hearts and:| "

honor never existed, for sport, I don’t
think so. I know us too well, “Together
Again” in Operation Mourning Dove. -

Don Cashmore
New London

_Joyée M. Helz
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March 24, 2001
5542 Riverview Drive
Waunakee, WI 53597
Open letter to DNR re proposed dove hunting season:
“IT IS NOT THE CRIMINAL THINGS WHICH ARE HARDEST TO CONFESS, BUT THE

RIDICULOUS AND THE SHAMEFUL “ ( Rousseau, Confessions),

in partzcuiar 1 would hke to address Senator J im Baumgart (Sheboygen) Representative
Du Wayne ¥ ehnsmd (Eastman} Commlttee Chazr and chmﬂy Keith Wamnke, DNR overseer of
the hunt

Mr Wamke is quoted as saying :” Mourning dove hunting is not done for target practice. Doves
are hunted for food.” Let the reader note “ RIDICULOUS” in Rousseau’s quote above. One

chicken slaughi_ered,és-we do would provide the food from 30 doves! Doves are hunted for

. thrﬂls for sporti .

i Approval far thxs éhaméfui hunt was ob.taa.rixed ét the Apﬁi Censervatwn Cc)ngress This isa Qeii
estabii-shed platfann for th-e hunters of Wisconsin, not a democratic process. This proposed hunt
cries cut for a stat& wide REFERENDUM If the people of the state want a dove hunt, so be it.
If they do not, Ee{' the sportsmen bow to the peoplef
Sincerely,
Thewn Geloel R
Theron Caldwell Ris
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AN ACT RELATING TO
PROHIBITING THE HUNTING OF THE BIRD
THAT IS

THE SYMBOL OF PEACE FOR THIS STATE

SENATE BILL 45

State of Wisconsin Legislature
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Campaign Finance Reform
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Arnold F. Baer
Regional Representative
Central States Regional Office
The Humane Society of the United States

March 22, 2001
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Testimony by: Amold F. Baer, Regional Representative

In support of: Senate Bill 45, An Act Prohibiting the Hunting of the Bird that is the
Symbol of Peace for this State

Presented to: State of Wisconsin Senate Committee on Agriculture, Environmental
Resources, and Campaign Finance Reform

Date: " March 22, 2001

I'am a resident of Mequon and also the Regional Representative for the Central States Regional
Office of The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). On behalf of our nearly 100,000
Wisconsin members and contributors, I submit this testimony in support of Senate Bill 45.

Last year I testified before this committee in opposition to the institution of a mourning dove hunt
in Wisconsin. [ cited the non-subsistence nature of the bird as game, their gentle character, and
the fact that the majority of Wisconsin citizens were opposed to a dove hunt. But except for the
wishes of our citizenry, those arguments are irrelevant to Senate Bill 45.

The bill before us today calls for taking a special, respected tribute created by this legislative body
and protecting it. A symbol that was created as a thank you to the Viet Nam veterans of
Wisconsin, a symbol of those veterans’ sacrifices in order that we might have the peace that this
bird, the mourning dove, represents. Yes, this bill seeks to protect our symbol of peace, and I ask
this committee not to kill the bill, the bird, and the meaning that it has.

Those of us that lived through the Viet Nam War Era know it as a time of turmoil and difficulty.
It affected us all, and whatever our views regarding the war, it brings us sadness. And many
would say that the saddest part of those times was the ingratitude by a large portion of the
populace toward the men and women that fought that war. It took decades, but finally the country
has come to appreciate the service and sacrifice those soldiers gave for their country. And how
was this reassessment and realization manifest? Through many means, whether simple
conversation, books, movies, talk shows, monuments and memorials, or heartfelt gestures such as
the establishment of a state bird of peace in Wisconsin,



And now we want to shoot it! Has this legislature become so cynical that it gives its blessing to
shooting the symbol of the sacrifices and beliefs of the men and women that gave so greatly in that
much maligned war? Has this legislature lost its sense of honored values? I ask you all to take
pause and consider the message you are giving and its reflection on this great legislative body and
state that you represent.

The people of Wisconsin do not want this bird and symbol slaughtered. The hunting community
wants it only as “another hunting opportunity.” Do not tarnish a wonderful gesture made by your
colleagues a few years back. Honor their intent, their integrity, and the dedication of our armed
services.

[ ask you and urge you, not only as an animal advocate, but maybe more importantly, as a
concerned citizen, that you support and vote for Senate Bill 45.

Lo

Amold Baer
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walk and run by moving one foot forward at a time, like
peopie. Most species that nest or feed in trees hap
about on both feet when on the ground. Some kinds of
birds both run and hop, For example, robins often run a
short distance ang then hop the last few steps before
stopping. Same birds are expert climbers, especially
those species that climb trees in search of insects. Such
birds include creepers, nuthatehes, woodcreepers, and
woodpeckers, All these birds have short legs and sharp,
widely spaced claws, which enable them to cling tightly
to the tree while climbing,

In the water. Many species of birds spend much or
most of their time in water. They find food and escape
from enemies by swimming or diving. Some of these
birds swim mainly on the surface of the water. Such
birds include albatrosses, gulls, petrels, phalaropes, and
shearwaters. The birds use their legs like paddles to
propel themsedves through the water.

Certain other birds swim underwater as well as on
the surface. Most underwater swimmers, such as cor-
morants, dive from a floating position an the surface.
They give a strong kick, point the head downward, and
plunge. Some fish-eating birds, including kingfishers
and terns, dive into the water from high in the air. They
do not swim but bob to the surface and fly away. Most
birds use only their legs 10 swim underwater. However,
penguins also use their wings, Grebes can control the
depth at which they swim by regulating the amount of
airin their fungs and trapped in their plumage. By
slowly letting out air, they can gradually submerge
themselves until only the head shows above the surface,
tike a periscope. They can thus swim along unnoticed
and watch for enemies at the same time.

J— How hirds communicate

Birds communicate with one another in a variety of
ways. Vocal commumnication by means of songs dand calls
i stimportant way,

half the known species of birds, including nearly all
perching species, produce both calls and songs. The
ajority of other birds, including most water birds and
birds of prey, calf but do not sing. Pelicans and some
kinds of storks are among the few birds that make no
vocal sournds.

Birds use their calls mainly as signals to other birds,
Baby birds call in one way to tell their parents that they
are hungry and in another wiry 1o 1ell thern that they are
hurt or frightened, Adult birds use certain calls 1o signal
their mates and other calls to signal the entire bird com-
munity. Community calls may warn of approaching dan-
ger. Such calls often atert birds of more than ane spe-

tlarly'pleasing, at least o humah ears Ravens and wax.
wings, for example, simply repeat the same unmusical
note over and over. In most species of songbirds, only

o Atlee B o dove,
et il covtlonan -

r’l‘/b '
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* the males sing. They do so chiefly during the mating.:
season. Each male sings from a series of perches th
outlines his tervitory—that is, the area he claims and
fends as his own. His song, which is caited an adver]
ing song, has two main purposes. (1} It warns other
males of the same species 1o stay out of the territary
The song attracts a mate. To hurman ears, the songsd
the birds of a particufar species may sound alike. How
ever, each bird's voice sounds different to the other
members of the species. Even in a erowded colony, p
ent birds can single out the voices of their chicks, and
chicks recognize those of their parents.

Some birds are falented mimics. They imitate notef
the calls and songs of other birds, but also other sou
in their environment, such as dog barks or factory wi
tles, Mockingbirds and starlings are among the maost
skillfu! bird mimics. Certain birds, such as parrots and
mynas, became mimics only when keptin captivity, -

They can then be trained to tmitate human speech

even 1o whistle.

Other means of cammunication. Soms birds conlg

municate by sounds other than vocat sounds, The leved
drumming noise that woodpeckers make on tree trunk
with their bill is not the same sound they produce w
drilling for insects or digging a nest hole. Druramings
their substitute for an advertising song, Fach species
woodpecker has its swn drumming rhythrs. The mi
ruffed grouse produces a low drumming sound by b
ing his wings rapidly. This sound, which carries Lo
long distances, also serves as an advertising song. Mid
and female storks clatter their bills at one another du
ing their courtship,

Birds communicate almost entirely by sounds in i

tats where they may have difficuity seeing one anothe
Such habitats include woodlands and foresrs, In marg
apen areas, birds also communicate with one anothe?
by various kinds of visual displays. For example, the
may flash their tait feathers or raise the crest featherss
“their head. Like sound communication, sight commun
cation is used in courtship, defending a territory, and!

: i\ stgnaling danger.

T Other daily activities

Birds spend time every day keeping their feathers
good condition. They also sleep and rest every day,
additian, all birds, except perhaps the largest ones,
constartly be alert to aveid enemies.

Feather care. A bird cares for its feathers chiefly
cleaning and smoothing them with its beak, a proces

called preening. A bird uses its feet to preen its head<

and other hard to reach parts, Most hirds ail their fea
ers while preening. A preen gland at the base of the
produces the oil. A bird uses its beak to activate the
gland and apply the oil. The oil helps keep the feather
waterproof and fiexible.
In addition to preening, maost hirds bathe freguent
“Water birds bathe while swimming. Land birds havel
efficient preen glands than do most water birds, Their
~ feathers thus become soaked with water more easily..
Most Lind birds wet their feathers only slightly whe
bathing and then shake them dry as quickly as possitl
Other hirds practice a form of bathing called dusting:
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This Victoria's

Riftebird from north-
eastern Australia
could be 2 female or a
young male, if it is a
male, jt may, like
many other birds-of.
paradise, take years

to develop jts adult

plumage.
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In one momeny J ve seen what has hitherto been
Enveloped in absolure mystery,
And withoyur extra cha

A Lesson in Nasyrg) History,

As to temper the Jubjubs 4 desperate bird,
Since it lives in perpetual passion:

15 taste in costume 5 entively absurd—
1t is ages abead of the fashion.

PREFACE

7ge Lwill give you ar large

‘o

—LEWES CARROL L The m?:_.‘.m:% af the Snark

L might as wel] confess fp—.

[am an unrepencant dickey-bird m
of birds of prey,

the beauty of phe

geese, but it is the songbirds thar fascinate me, This book is a

an. Others may prefer the majesty

asants, the stateliness of cranes, or the charm of dycks and

flattempt to share thar fascinarion,

uch as the tyrant flycarchers, cotingas, and pittas, I make no

t00 interesting to leave oyt

apology
for this. The suboscines are simply

I have decided not to inciude

scientific names in the main texr of this book, You wil}
them, with brief notes on distril

bution, in an appendix at the back. In general, T have fol]
Distribution and Laxonomy of Birds QQ\% Workd by Charles Sibley and Bert Monroc Jr. as my
source for English and sciencif 1 not, however, been slavish about this. T have fel
1o compunction about departing from %EQ and Mo

have ignored names widely used by mswmwr,.&ummwmmw

find

owed

¢ names. T'have t

nroe for English names when those authors

birders. Thus, [ use “Dunnock” tistead of
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WHAT IS A SONGBIRD?

... The lords of creation

are in my mates next eggs next egys next egy,
stegosaur. It feathers [ need, more feathers
for the life to come. ..

Twill reach my sons and daughters to live
on st and fire and fly to the stars.

~-EDWIN MORGAN, THEA m,um.xw.‘_u.‘u..,w.@w TERYK S SONG

The most thoroughly Once, the god Pan had no music; Then (so runs the tale) he fell in love with a water nymph, who
studied wild bird in rejected him and fled his advances: As he pursued her, she prayed to the other gods to save her
the world may be the honor. In answer to her mamwmﬁ. they changed her into a stand of water reeds. Thwarted and
GreatTit, a bird heartbroken, Pan cut stems from the reeds and fashioned the first panpipe. Driven by the god’s
found across the breath, music flowed from émw._,,.,.ﬁxm once her body. Her name-—and the Greek word for pan-
whole of temperate . muwmumigtﬁ.mm |

Eurasia, from Irefand Deep in the breast of a @mmr_ﬁ the point where the trachea, or windpipe, divides to send
to Borneo. its passages to the lungs, isa vo.x.ammmwm:mmm. membrane, and muscle. It, too, is called a syrinn.

It is the source of a bird’s <9.Q.~.,M. W&rm.ﬁrmm. that be the squawk of a hen or the outpouring of a
nightingale. The syrinx is of ancient lineage—that most unbirdlike cousin of birds, the alliga-
tor, has something like one. In SCVH groups of birds, the membranes of the syrinx are controlled
by a single pair of muscles. In mmmmvwﬁmm, they are manipulated by up to eight pairs. The com-
plexity of the sounds those muscle-driven membranes produce single out the songbirds from

the rest of the avian world (except, as you might expect, for those most ralkative of non-
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songbirds, the parrots, who have extra syrinx muscles, too). The syrinx allows the songbirds to sing,

, the passerines, or perching birds.
Ifyou really want o know why, you can check our the latest thorough reclassification of the birds
of the world, by Charles Sibley and Jon Ahlquist, and wade through a long page of highly techni-
cal fine print (the reference is on page 576, if you must know). For the resc of us, who probably
don't want to deal with such terms as aegigognathous, tensor propatagialis brevis, and acrosome any
more than we absolutely have 1o, let’s just say that card-carrying members of the Passeriformes have
a distinctive palate, wing, and foot seruceure, Their hind toes are long and flexible. They point back-
ward, so a songbird can get 2 firm, all-around grip on its perch (yes, yes, parrots can do this, too,
bur their feet ate very different). Male perching birds have sperm cells unlike those of other birds—
nota feature your average birder is likely to notice, but importane enough to stamp them as unigue
in a scientists eyes. The babies some of those sperm cells help produce are hatched out blind and

helpless—a very different condition from that of a duckling or a poulery chick.

-

rds—as you might

expect An oscine has from five to eight pairs of mus-
cles operating its syrinx, One-fifth of the perching birds—the suboscines—have no more than
four. The suboscines are, in general, not as good at singing as their better-endowed cousing, bur
at least some of them make up for it with volume. The Central and South American bellbirds, of
the suboscine family Cotingidae, produce some of the most ear-shatteringly loud sounds in the
antmal kingdom, They may no, strictly speaking, be songbirds, bur the suboscines certainly
deserve a place in this book.

It isn’t just anatomy, though, that makes a songbird a songbird. The suboscines, like most
birds, are born (or hatched, if you prefer) with their vocal repertoires hard-wired into their brains,
Songbirds, by conerast, have to learn their songs, from parents, neighbors, or even the other sounds

they hear as they grow. Before songbirds become musicians, they have to be music students,

-y . e ..

Voice and inner workines aside. nerehine kivde . L 1




Ammerica, the suboscine kingbirds still ford it over their upstart, if more musical, oscine cousins,
Over most of the world, though, the success story of the Passeriformes is really the tri-

umphal march of the oscines. Four out of five perching birds in the warld are oscines—-more than

4,700 species. If you leave out South America, the odds of any perching bird you meet being an

oscine are far higher. All the passerines of mc:%m kome of the Skylark and the Nighringale, are

hakespeare’s son gbirds—

The ousel-cock so black of e,

Wik arange-tawny bill,
The thrastle with his note so true,

The wren with little quill

—are all anwzmmv even if we now call the “cusel-cock” the European Blackbird and the * thros-
de” the vo:um hrush. So are warblers, bluebirds, redstarts, ch hats, babblers, thrushes, Crows, jays,
magpies, wagrails, pipits, starlings, sparrows, finches, tanagers, sunbirds, whistlers, flower-
peckers, drongos, swallows, marting, orioles, Samom waxwings, Eomﬁwomm&m thrashers, cat-
birds, honeyeaters, white- ~eyes, whipbirds, titmice, and treecreepers. So are akalats, eremome-
las, cisticolas, cochoas, akepas, parotias, melampittas, chowchillas, mwa:@nowu cutias, kokakos,
and kinkimaves, So are mﬂmsmmaézdﬁ v&ﬂ;zaw redwings, forkeails, émqgw_m_ tanrails, emuy-
tails, parrotbills, longbills, bristlebills, wedgebills, redthroats, whitethroars, va:.o?mwamau spot-
throats, thickheads, yvetlowheads, whiteheads, even Bornean Bristlcheads. mo_ indeed, are the
birds-of-paradise, once ¢ hought to dwell in Heaven itself

Heaven aside, the oscines have spread from the shores of the ?.n&n Ocean to the tip of
Cape Horn, across the seas to the most distant islands ships can reach, and from the seashore 1o
the heights of the Andes and the high plateaus of Tiber. Of all the continents,.only the Antarctic
has remained closed to them. The closest they get to it is the windswept island of South Georgia,

There, a single species of songbird, the South Georgia Piptr, finds ies only home among the

g

clumps of tussock grass and che thous
erwise make the island a forbidding, |

There are oscines with such dul
only an expert armed with a baceery

are oscines clad in so conflicting a pa:






Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Doves
WCCCD

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people can change the world. Indeed it'’s the
~ only thing that ever has. "-Margaret Mead

Chairman Baumgart, members of Environmental Resources Committee,

Thank you for hdiding this Heariﬁgi_;aud'aiioﬁmg me to speak, now I ask that
you both listen to what T have to say and in addition read what { am
submitting to you. AR

- My name is John Wieneke; I live in New London, WI. Until just about two

years ago I was busy helping my farming customers in Waupaca and Portage
County develop the best dairy herds possible, dealing with one cow at a -
time. In addition I designed and built large and small pens to display,
transport, house, and exercise birds of prey. I also enjoyed woodworking
specializing in making pictures frames and projects for my wife and
children.

All ih-iztf!m?zged two years ago when my attention was drawn to two
. questions that would be asked at the annual County Hearings conducted by

“ Congress. The questions concerned the hunting of both the Sandhill Crane
and Mourning Dove in Wisconsin. Since that time, while I continue to help
~my Dairy customers deal with these very difficult times, I have put aside
almost everything else and tried to get my mind around both the concept of
hunting these species and the concept of the Conservation Congress.

By June of 1999 it became apparent that no one in the State was going to
step forward and speak for the birds, fwe of us in New London Jormed the
Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Doves. Neither of us
have an anti-hunting background indeed our hunting reots go
deep. Each with over 40 years of hunting experiences. Since
forming we have lead an effort to demonstrate to both the Department and
our elected Representatives working in this building that the general public
in Wisconsin does not want these species hunted in Wisconsin,



Some will question why we combined the two species both in our name and
petition drive. We've been accused of using the Sandhill Crane to draw
sympathy for the Mourning Dove. Quite frankly that's not the case. I will
readily agree that both founders knew a great deal more about Cranes than
Doves in June of 1999. We knew about the pressure being put on Cranes by
Assemblyman Johnsrud. We knew his accusations against the species were
based much more on paranoia and myths than fact. Ibelieve his tactics were
to attract both the votes of faimers and aportsmen not out of any real
concem for iarmers

As I studled material ebtamed for. tht: Department and the USDA APHIS
- Wildlife Serwces T reahzed that the' Department has been conspiring with

| -Jahnsrud in setting up the. Leg;siamre for approval of the huntmg of Cranes -.

~ whenit gains’ approval from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Servwe ‘In fact, if the

_ I)epartment succeeds over our chaﬂeﬁce of their auth{)my in makmg the rule
change {:oncemmg the Dove hunt the Legis}amre will not be involved in the
deczslen at all. '

{ have already suggested to the. Departmént that they just use their rule
making authority to approve assistance to farmers for crop damage from
Sandhill Cranes, even though they are not a hunted species now. I'm sure
that: the DNR Attemeys could twist the Statutes around to allow for this if

= o they 50 desmd Of course that wouldn't fit the pian 1o, aﬁd yet another
S specws to the hunted lzst 11} Wxscensm so they "can't" do it that way.

There i 18 ample evidence that the Cranes have come very close to reaching
the maximum pepulatmn number that avazlabiﬁ habitat will allow. Thefe 18

ample evidence that farmers can easily. control or stop the little crop damage
- Cranes actually do. ‘What is'not expiamed to farmers is all the good Cranes
do in controlling pests that would otherwise be doing crop damage
themselves. I have also suggested that the Department conduct a study of
the diet of Cranes to explore this area.

Quite frankly we were surprised at the support the Mourning Dove had on its
own. Many people concerned for the Dove had no kn(}wledge of Cranes at
all. Many had bought into the idea that perhaps Cranes were reaching too
large a population. Everyone is aware of Doves and enjoy them at their
backyard feeders. Most do consider them to be a songbird.



We took on both species because at the time of our founding because we
were unsure of the direction the Department would choose to go.

There are a few very important thoughts I would like to leave with you. I
will apologize in advance, both to you and several of my friends sifting in
this room if you or they are offended by any of my comments.

Quite frankiy I am confused.

To illustrate my confusion about why anyone would even consider hunting
a species that at best yields a piece of meat the size of my thumb and
weighing just over an ounce, I will offer a hunting experience. It .
“happened in 1986 and was special because it was the first year my son was
able 10 hunt deer with me. On Thanksgiving morning he successfully |
 drove two deer past my stand, I made a quick shot and dropped the first.
deer.' A very special father-son moment. The deer turned out to be a nub
buck and as is usually the case appeared much smaller on the ground than
when running past. It was the first nubby that I had taken. The shock
came upon boning the meat from the carcass, that deer yielded jist over 20
Ibs. of meat. So much effort for so little result. Thus my confusion when
I'm told the reason people hunt Doves is for the "great” eaten. The

Department projects a total season take of 5 Doves per hunter.

" There is so much more involved, and it has nothing to do with the prudent
use of Wisconsin's Natural Resources.

Much of it has to do with paranoia. Indeed this is a country being held
apart by paranoia's of one kind or another. | - ' |
Let me preface my next statement by a confession I love guns, I have since I
was a small boy. 1love the feel of them, the smell of them, and I love
shooting them. I am having a harder time killing with them. I do not belong
to the NRA, | never will,

I have had the opportunity to read a limited amount of the literature put
out by the NRA and all I see is paranoia. I've come to the concussion the
Seeding paranoia open wallets and fills the bank accounts of those
organizations feeding it. Politicians have learned that feeding paranoia both
feeds the funding for their campaigns and gains votes, while addressing the
real issues will put them out of office.



Paranoia also builds walls, blocks communication and effectively hinders
any progress on the many problems facing this country.

Various hunting organizations have picked up on this paranoia as an
effective fund raising tool. It has obviously invaded the Conservation
Congress. Why else would an organization that has been held up as a great
example of democracy, be shaken to its roots by the election of one person
who describes herself as a protectionist to its membership. Indeed this is an
organization, which does not allow a dissenting voice to be recorded, or a
dissenting vote to be recorded. True democracy embraces minority opinions

and does not fear them.

The Department has fed this paranoia with the Mourning Dove issue.
Indeed the crucial vote cast when the Board voted on this rule change was
not based on anything to do with the natural resources of this State. A
gentleman who I respect as a friend, a former co-worker and boss, cast it.
His vote carried at least another if not two with it. If was based on a PETA
ad run that day in the Milwaukee Journal and concerned milk not
Mourning Doves, Indeed, at that time PETA itself had not checked in on
hunting Mourning Doves in this state.

- According to the paranoia running rampant through the state there is an
- anti-hunter behind every other tree in the forest ready 1o take away
someone's hunting "rights" and an anti-gun person behind every rock ready
to take away their guns. = ...

They've set forth the Mourning Dove issue to prove their point. In
supporting the current "Hunters Rights"” amendment being considered,
proponents point to the rather large number of votes cast against the issue
last spring as evidence of large number of anti-hunters in the state.

Nothing could be further from the truth. I will cite you two pieces of
evidence. Sen. Baumgart, when I asked you if one voice had been raised
against hunting in your recent hearings concerning the "Right to Hunt"
amendment, you told me no, not one. In 1971 the right to hunt Mourning
Doves was taken away from Wisconsin hunters. Since that time
opportunities for the sportsmen and women have only increased while at
the same time the actual number of hunters has declined. We are told we
can not kill enough Snow or Canadian Geese. Even though a record number



of deer were killed last year, we are being told it wasn't enough. A lot of
farmers don't believe that nearly enough turkeys are being killed. I
understand the Department has found a strain of pheasants when will
reproduce in Wisconsin, something that was not thought possible 35 years
ago. There were record numbers of ducks migrating through Wisconsin.
Yet we are told, if we can't hunt Mourning Doves in this state, it will just be
the start of further infringement on our rights.

This is truly not a case of someone looking at a glass as half full or half
empty, rather this is a case of both hunters and the Department as looking
at a glass that is overflowing and deciding the tap has to be turned up
some more. BN

In closing I would like to point out to you two documents Tam including
with my comments. One is a letter to Sec. Buzzell discussing a very real
biological reason not to hunt Mourning Doves in Wisconsin. Keith
Warnke of the Department and our group have been at odds as to the
estimated number of Mourning Doves migrating out of this state. As it
turns out this number is not relevant to the discussion. According to the
Ecology and Management of the Mourning Dove the book Warnke cites as
his main source of information concerning the Dove, Mourning Doves in
this aren of the country began migration in earnest in Mid-August, they

 aregone from Wisconsin by Sept 1. Neither the Department nor USF&W

~ Service has any idea about the make up of the population which over-

winters in Wisconsin, this is the population which would bear the brunt of
a hunting season if one were conducted in Wisconsin. -

The second is an interesting e-mail who I believe resides in Texas. This
person is an admitted violator of both state and Federal hunting regulations.
He promises to bring these tactics to Wisconsin.

Our organization's only request is that our elected representatives,
working in this building, be required to vote on this issue, before there is
an actual hunt. So far not one has been allowed to.



Senators, please have an open mind about Senator Moen’s bill to not allow hunting of “Wisconsin’s

~ Official Symbol of Peace.” | must assume that this committee considers the doves to be an

- environmental resource. Otherwise, you would not be holding this hearing. | must aiso assume that
' this committee has the responsibility to act in the best interest of all the people of this state “

concerning environmental issues and the effect these issues have on everyone.

Consider the truly important environmental resources—the earth, it's water and air—and how they
- affect us all . They sustain all life. They are the very source of life itself. They care for us and we'in

-~ turn should care for and respect them. Peliutmg these resources is very dangerous to us all and yet
we stnil do it. This is why we need your committee to be a watchdog for everyone’s best interests.

s If doves are a frue enwronmental resource, then someone needs to fell us how the kﬂhng of them

L ~for sport benefits all or even most of the people of this state. In what way ( does it sustain us? Please,

R4 - donot let anyana msuit our ;nteilegence by sayi ng dcves need to be hunted for food

ﬁ_ " Thomas Heberleln a professor of Rural Soclology at the UW-Madison and an avid hunter hzmself
says surveys he has done show the majority of people everywhere do not support hunting for sport,
He points out that Steve Kellert of Yale University did a national survey and found virtually the same
result.

| This. dove is clearly an asset to our enwranment It's list of good deeds is quite long, and others w:li

L testafy about that tnday Why should we hunt a bird that has more value alive than dead‘? Dees

" anyone have even one bad thing to say about this bird? Can anyone tell us of any harm it dees"
it's only sin seems to be that it makes an nterestmg target and some say it's a nice bird for our
- young hunters to start outon. |

If Wisconsin o. k'sthe sheotmg af thss bird it will pollute our environment, not help to sustain :t As
those of you'who have even the smallest amnurz‘t of awareness can testify, positive emotions put out
good vibrations for us all. They bring forth peace, joy and happiness. The unhappiness the majority
of us will feel as a result of shooting this harmless bird for no good reason would surely bring about
negative emotions which would produce negative vibrations for our environment. It’'s a wellknown
fact that our environment affects every individual's consciousness. | therefore ask this committee to
support Senator Moen’s bill to not allow hunting of Wisconsin’s official symbol of peace.

Most hunters are true protectors of our environment. They love the earth, it's air and clean water,
and they care about our creatures. They could teach us alot about nature’s stiliness and living:in her
moments. They could share how nature’s secrets enrich their souls. Hunters have in the past been
our providers of meat, but perhaps the Creator has a bigger role for them fo play in our planet’s

future, ’ QM /%/\? M

Aladiaon | W),



Wisconsin Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Position statement on Mourning Dove Hunting Season

Based on the best scientific information available, the membership of the Wisconsin Chapter of
the Wildlife Society offers the following resolution regarding the biological knowledge for a
sustainable mourning dove hunting season in Wisconsin. Because:

Q

Moming doves are one of the most abundant and widely distributed birds in North America
occurring from central Canada in the north to southern Mexico in the south and found in all
the lower 48 states.

Moming doves are very abundant in Wisconsin with banding and harvest data from the
USFWS indicating that 4-5 million doves are found in Wisconsin each fall.
Noﬁh_American Breedmg Bird 'Sizrvéy data shbév :the mourning doaré population increasing
over the last 33 years in Wisconsin; however, these data showing a slight decrease of the
mourning dove population over the last 10 years. - -

The USFWS Mourning Dove Calling Count iﬁdex showing no change in the number of
doves heard in Wisconsin over the last 34 years, however, these data showing a slight decline
in the number of doves heard over the last 10 vears.

Mourning doves are very adaptable in their use of habitat and habitat is believed to have
increased since presettlement times due to an increase in agriculture.

Mourning doves are very prolific with nest success averaging 53% and each pair producing

. multiple broods per year sustaining a level of ré_(’:riz’i@gigfﬁaqu thc_:_i_c:vei needed to maintain

~ thepopulation.

Mourning doves have a high natural mortality with only 46-50% of the population surviving
from year to year with mortality primarily caused by predators, disease, accidents, hunting
and weather and because other natural sources of mortality are believed to be 4-5 times

higher than hunting.

Continent-wide hunting mortality is estimated at 10-15% of the fall populatioﬁ annually
which is below the level that would significantly decrease long-term abundance or expansion
of Wisconsin mourning dove populations.

Research has demonstrated that September hunting does not negatively impact the number of
young doves added to the population. T

Mourning doves have been hunted in 37 of the 48 states in which they oceur and they
continue to be one of the most abundant birds in North America. -

Therefore be it resolved that the membership of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Wildlife Society
believes the biological data available indicaie that the Wisconsin mourning dove population is
capable of sustaining a regulated hunting season without negatively impacting the Wisconsin

mourning dove population.
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Sen. Baumgart @§ i i:i):h;::? b S
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, Wi. 53707-7882

Dear Str;

This letter is one of many I have written regarding hunting of mourmizg doves in Wisconsin,
I encourage you to vote to approve State Senator Moen’s Senate Bill (SB 45) to not allow
hunting of Wisconsin’s *Official Symbol of Peace”.

Since 1996 there has been a decline in mourning doves in Wisconsin from 12 million to 4
million. In our petition drives we have had 28,000 signatures opposing the hunt.

There is nothing sportsmanly about shooting this smaller bird with only a tablespoon of meat on
it. What shooter would bother to clean the bird for eating? Other manufactured shooting targe{s
are easﬁy avaﬂabie for target practice.

Kindly vote yes for Moen’s 8111 {SB 45) on March 22 or any other time this item is brought
up. Thank you.

Sincerely,

/m }qw ” %M&Zgﬂ m»dﬁ ‘o

o

Sr. Mary Christopher Esler .




Dear Senator Baumgart,

T ask you to support Senate Bill SB 45 to not allow hunting of Wisconsin’s
“Official Symbol of Peace”

As our population continues to grow, people are using up the resources and
pushing populations of plants and animals off the face of the earth. It is time for
us to learn how to help these species survive instead of trying to find more species
we can add to a list that we can kill for a sport. We no longer have that privilege.
For the sake of our future and the future of our children we need to start locking
ahead.

There are many examples of species that we hunted, depleted their populations, and then
bad to spend millions of doflars to try and reintroduce them back into the wild. With
today’s pressures on wildlife with the loss of habitat, clean water, and food sources it is
very difficult to predict how much hunting pressure a species can support before they
plunge into nonexistence. We can pay people to try and figure this out so we can hunt
more, or we could use that money to help save our natural resources, There will be a
time when it is too late to turn back and say, “Gee, we should have done something {o
reduce our consumption of natural resources.”

Please take this step now to change the way we over use our natural resources, including
the hunting of more species. Vote yes with Senator Moen and hear the request of more
that just the hunting public. _
Thank you, J

T 4 WaVSI .
gf,.y;fﬁ;?ﬁb%%ﬁw d ;f§%¢kﬁ'ﬁlf&;
Jennifer McGinley



Dear Senator Baumgart,

Please support the Dove bill.
The doves are very beautiful
Songbirds. Please support
The bill to save the doves.

Sincerely
Sam McGinley

Kaom ™ Hin f@w



April 9, 2001

Senator James Baumgart
Box 7882
Madison, Wi 53707-7882

RE: Senator Rodney Moen’s Senate Bill (SB45)

Dear Senator Baumgart:

We are writing asking your support of Senator Moen’s above mentioned bill to
not have a hunting season-on WISCONSIN’S SYMBOL OF PEACE.

In 1972 the State Legislature effectively outlawed the hunting of Mourning Doves;
yet the 2000 Legislature stood back and let a state agency reinterpret and
effectively rewrite our Wisconsin State Statues without a single elected State
Official casting a vote of yes or no. I’s in the interest of thousands of Wisconsin
residents (as evidenced by the statewide pelition drives, letters and phone calis)
that we save these birds from the proposed DNR dove hunt.

The 2000 dove population was estimated as low as 4 million by the DNR. The
doves are actually poor reproducers with frequent nesting failures and a fledgling
rate averaging only 3 young per breeding season. There is clear evidence that
young Mourning Doves migrate on their own, without mature guidance. We need
to ensure that they are not hunted to near extmct;ori as has happened to so
many of our bird and animal species in the past.

Thank you for thinking over the above information carefully. Hopefully you will
come up in full support of Senator Moen’s bill.

Sincerely,

Aiberta Endres

i~ /‘“’{(Af Q/{L’V\
Gordogf Harri
//& ,/Z%

307 River Road #20

Black River Falls, Wi 54615-8302
715/284-8880

E-mail — tabbycat@discover-net.net



January 31, 2000

Natural Resources Board.
Department of Nstural Resources
State of Wisconsin

P. 0. Box 7821

Madison, WI S3707-7921

Dear Members of the Natural Resources Board:

Years ago as a young man I was a hunter--I shot pheasants,
grouse, etg. And, there aren’t as many of these birds any
more! I joined the Service to help fight the énemy. in
Vietnam, and I still have nlghtmares and know that man is
~capable of ﬁebtroylng everythxng I joined ‘the Fox Valley
Vietnam Vets, and we were asked to help dedicate the
memorial at Nexllsv;lle, Hlﬁgonszn It's a sad, but yet
happy place. Why? Because there is a symbol af a mourning
dove there in silent tribute to those who gave their lives
for America, It also has given me inspiration to go on!

Why do you want to slaughter these peaceful birds? They
even sing us a song in the morning. They come home every
year to build nests for their young only to fly away to be
hunted, and many of them for the fun of it are just plain
target practice.

*TThese blrds need a place of rafuge~ua -place: where they can

“‘come home to without the threat of “heing crlﬁpled or shot
dead! As a veteran remembering what I've seen in War,
please let them come to a place they can call home where
there no guns that can kill, cripple, maim, and slaughter
them!

gv the mourning dove fly free! Let them sing us a song!
et them live!

L

Sing ely¢452c1.(,kﬁﬁﬁggjtiﬁ_f{~L7TQJhL¥¥/

David A. Van Der Heyden
N4512 French Road
Seymour, WI 54165




Wexler, James

SN

LAY S

From: Legislative Hotline

Sent: Friday, February 25, 2000 10:51 AM
To: Rep.Kestell; Sen.Baumgart
Subject: Legislative Hotline Message

Representative Kestell;
You have received a new call from the Legislative Hotline from:

Jeanette Wimmler
W7347 County Rd. N
Plymouth, Wi 53073

Date: 02/25/2000
Time: 10:48:01

NO CALL REQUIRED

Opposed to authorization of dove hunting.--MJH



February 25, 2000

Jeanette Wimmter
W7347 County Road N
Plymouth, WI 53073

Dear Ms. Wimmler:

Thank you for letting me know about your concerns regarding the hunting of
mourning doves in Wisconsin.

As you may know, this issue was voted on throughout Wisconsin by the
Conservation Congress in all 72 counties. The vast majority was in favor.of

* 'pursuing the issue of the expanded hunt referred to in your Hotline message.

I certainly can appreciate the sentiments you have expressed. In fact, I did
speak out against the hunting expansion at the meeting I attended. The
DNR Board met recently and voted to refer this matter to the Conservation
Congress for a final recommendation likely to be forthcoming this spring. It
would then be submitted by the DNR as an administrative rule to the
appropriate Senate and Assembly committees later this year. I can assure
you that I will monitor this issue closely.

1 do appreciate your taking the time to share your views on this issue with
me.

Sincerely,

JIM BAUMGART
State Senator
9" Senate District



WSO members have spoken on how they feel about the proposal to hunt Mourning Doves in
Wisconsin. This letter was sent to the 30+ regional nature organizations in the state. As noted in
the letter, 90% of the WSO members who expressed an opinion opposed a hunt. The other 10%
were divided between those that support a hunt (6%) and those who were neutral or had no
opinion (4%). Noel Cutright, WS0 Conservation Chair

3352 Knollwood

West Bend Wi
53085

March 15, 2000

The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology (WSQO) opposes establishing a Mouming Dove hunting
season in Wisconsin. Over the past month, 90% of WSO members voting on WSQ's website or
through the mail have indicated they oppose such a season. The WSO urges you to take 3
primary courses of action:

1. Ask your members to attend the April 10 hearing and vote NO on the question "Do you
support establishing a Mourning Dave hunting season in Wisconsin?”

2. Ask your members to encourage their friends, relatives, and acquaintenances to do
likewise

3. Send a letter to each of your local newspapers asking readers to take similar action. Try
and target the issue of the paper that will appear just prior to April 10.
APRIL 10 HEARING
The DNR will hold its Spring Fish and Wildlife Rules Hearings at 7pim on April 10 in 1 location in
each county. Information on the locations is available from the DNR and usually appears in your
local newspaper. You also can contact me for the information. Following the slection of
delegates by the Conservation Congress, the question on dove hunting will be the FIRST
question on the agenda. The results of this statewide vote will probably be the most important
single action in determining if Wisconsin has a dove hunting season in September 2001,
Children ARE eligible to vote on this question. Everyone is expecting a huge audience as
mailings and newsletlers from organizations supporting a dove hunting season are loudly urging
alarge turnout to support this proposal. - '
THIS 18 NOT ABOUT HUNTERS VS. ANTI-HUNTERS OR ANIMAL V8. HUNTERS RIGHTS: IT
IS ABOUT HUNTING DOVES
Disappointingly, much of the rhetoric in this emotional debate is not focused on the Mourning
Dove. The WSO believes that hunting and bird control have a place in Wisconsin's outdoor
heritage and in practicing wise wildlife management. At a public hearing at Horicon on Monday
(March 13), 1, as W8(0's Conservation Chair, was the only representative of an organization
representing wildiife conservation, environmental, or hunting interests to testify in support of the
USFBWS and DNR taking a more active role in managing our resident Canada Goose
population, which could include authorization for direct population control strategies. The WSO
aiso has taken a position supporting greater population control of Snow Geese because of the
severe damage being done by these geese to fragile Arctic habitat and supporting the control of
feral Mute Swans in Wisconsin.
The WSO is NOT anti-hunting, but the WSO is OPPOSED to hunting Mourning Doves!
REASONS FOR OPPOSING A MOURNING DOVE HUNT IN WISCONSIN
There are many valid reasons for opposing a dove hunting season in Wisconsin and these should
be considered in the decision making process. Many of these are discussed in the Issue Paper
available from WS0's website at hitp.//wso.uwab.edu/modopaper htm
<htip:Hwso.uwgb. edu/modopaper him>. | also can provide copies of the paper. A few of the
major points are discussed below,

Research Data - Essentially, there are NO Mourning Dove studies that have been
conducted in Wisconsin. Good information on a whole variety of parameters is critically needed
before a hunting season is allowed. Also, the DNR has not addressed this deficiency, and there



appears to be no plans to initiate such research. The USF&WS has indicated its federal research
program o be insufficient, especially in view of the declining population in certain regions.

Productivity - We do not know the productivity of Wisconsin's dove population. There
hasn't even been a recognition that dove production may be quite different in different regions of
the state, or an identification of the existing mortality factors, or a definition of the role of bird
feading on Wisconsin's dove population.

Population Estimates - Numbers of doves living and breeding in Wisconsin are unknown.
Population estimates have varied widely and wildly, which is unseitiing when we are talking about
several million doves, We DO know there has been a statistically significant short-term decline in
the breeding Mourning Dove population in Wisconsin., Using call-count survey information for
1890-99 in Wisconsin, there has been a 5.9% declinelyear and the breeding bird survey for 1089
98 has shown a 2.8% decline/year. We do not know the reasons for this decline, if it will
continue, or if hunting might contribute more to this decline. All of this illustrates how poorly we
understand the breeding and migratory population of doves in the state.

Many other questions remain that need study and careful deliberation. These include;,

- how do rural, suburban, and.arban dove populations mix

- how many nontarget. species will be killed

- will:a Mourning Dove hunt actually hurt hunimg in the long-term because of how a-
Sep/Oct dove season when crops are still.in the field might damage landowner/hunter relations

- will the image of hunters be harmed in the public's eye when the Bird of Peace and a
common backyard feeder bird is being hunted?

CONCLUSION

The WSO believes a question of this magnitude deserves a statewide public referendum where
ail citizens of the state can vote in a more familiar setting. However, this option is not available.

The resutts of the Spring Hearing vote will likely determine how the DNR moves on this issue.

The WSQ urges your attendance at this Hearing. You don't need to speak out at the Hearing, but

vou 150 need to hold your hand high to cast a vote in OPPOSITION to this question.

Please contact me if you have questions about this issue.

Noel J. Gutright, PhD
WSO Carzsewatiaﬁ Chaar
262-675- 2443

noel. cutrz;zht@we;aco com




»»»»» Original Message-----

From: Jamesweix@aol.com <mailto:Jamesweix@aol.com> [mailto:Jamesweix@aol.com
<mailto: Jamesweix@agl.com>1

Sent: Thursday, Aprit 06, 2000 7:42 PM

To:  NoelCutricht@wepco.com; noel.cutright@wemail wisenergy.com

Subject: {no subject)

1 was sad 1o leam that WS0 has taken a position against dove hunting in WL,
based upon "lack of population studies” of alf things. Personally, | hope

that this is not correct, as there are snough "cheesehead! jokes about
Wisconsinites. Concern about public "perception” would have at least had some
credibifity.

Unfortunately | have always been an optimist when it came to anti-hunting
groups.such as yours. Since the early 80's, as a founder and past president
of Wisconsin Waterfow! Association (WWA) | have encouraged joint projects
with non hunting organizations. We even changed ocur name from Waterfowlers to
Waterfowll 50 that the non hunter would feel welcome.

it appears that my critics were correct. They told me from the beginning that
groups such:as yaurs are cnty acover for the antlhunters That you were,

and aiways be, the "enemy”.

Based upon the e-mails that have been flooding me from tha various
conservation organizations, | would say that WSO has set back the
relationship between consumptive and non-consumptive users of wildlife back
100 years.

Congratulations!

Jim Weix

President, Wisconsin Dove Hunters Association

Founder and Board Member of AWARE

Founder.and Past President, Wisconsin Waterfow! Association

Sustaining Member, Nature Conservancy



James & linda moore
1249 county road i north, custer, wi. 54423

Mr. Al Phelan.
Conservation Congress Liaison
PO Box 7921

Madison, Wi. 53707

. April 10, 2000
‘Dear Mr. Phelan:- - R

. We are concerned about the proposed dove hunting season. We have
lived-on our farm for 25 years. - Although we do not hunt, we understand and accept the
various hun_t‘ggﬁeasons which surround us througout the year. During deer season we
have accepted the enevitible sounds of gun fire which surrounds us like loud popcorn. We
lock up our dogs and horses, having learned the hard way that anything moving gets shot.

We hear duck season, small game season, turkey season. The sound of gunfire
permeates our farm year round. And, we will not stand for ANOTHER hunting season.

- .o ‘Mourning Doves come to our feeder all year round. Their plaintive cry is
music in our mornings. and evenings. They are beautiful, shy creatures. DO NOT, DO
NOT, PLEASE DO NOT kill these birds. - Most Wisconsin hunters don't care one way or
. theother if this season is made legal. ‘Let the hunters from Chicago hunt in their own state, =
~ and kill their own birds. Leave our beautiful Mourning Doves for the citizens of Wisconsin®
and tourists to look at alive and in their natural habitat. S '
. Tourists who hunt will come without a new bird to kill anyway. We know, we
see them parked year round on our country lanes, with their six packs on the dashboard,
and their frash in our front pasture. - We think that perhaps the DNR should spend its time
and money poficing the existing hunting seasons, rather than adding to the existing

problems by estabiishing yet another season on Mourning Doves.

Please, do not allow the hunting of Mourning Doves.

incerely, R /' A
Q&s cerely % //W{/& //////4,04\

\».&_MG_-A_;

James & Linda Moore
Portage County
715 592-4949



Berlin United Methodist Church

178 West Cumberland
BERLIN, WISCONSIN 54923

Robert Blackburn, Pastor

Church Office: (920} 361-3265 Pastor's Study/Parsonage: (920) 361-2540

- April 12, 2000
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Géorge_E; Meyer

Office of the Secretary APR 13 2000
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101 S. Webster Street, Box 7921 "MCE OF Tl

o B 1 OFFICE OF THE
| Qear Secretary Meyer: |

- Tregretthat I was unable to atténd thfa"Cé_iis'_érvgtiénz_Co'ng_ress-:njeeiing-_-i_n_Grg:%eu_ Lake
because of a prior commitment. I am very disappointed to leari‘that the results of that
meeting, and other meetings throughout the state, will probably enact a hunting season on .

- M(mming Doves.

I can not think of one valid reason to hunt this bird. Its numbers are not out of control,
It is an‘indigenous bird that is not a pest. There is not-much meat on its body to eat,
Moreover, it is a song bird. Using the same logic of those who want to hunt the
Mourning Dove, perhaps we should also shoot Meadow Larks and Blue Jays because they
can sustain a hunt and will keep the hunting heritage alive!

In this debate, I wonder if anyone considered listening to the voices of the past. Would
Aldo Leopold or John Muir support such a hunt?

I'am also disappointed that a small number of people can make a decision to hunt a bird
that belongs to "all" of us. I wish there could have been a state referendum on this issue.

Thank you for listening to my concern.
Sincerely,
e

Bob Blackburn
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Attn: Darrell L. Bazzell, Deputy Secretary

P.O. Box 7921 OFFICE OF THE
Madison, WI 53707 SECRETARY
Bear Mr. Bazzell, |

As a cmzen of Wisconsin, I am outraged at the attempt by special interest
groups, ‘namely hunters, to institute a hunting season for the Mourning Doves.
Don't they have enough to shoot in Wisconsin? I think so!

I'strongly object to Mourning Doves being used as target practice by the
hunters. I am sure they are not killing them for food, as there is only one ounce of
meat on these birds, that is, IF they are shot properly. In addition, according to the
- stats I read from the USFWS data, 30% of the Doves that are shot are not killed
immediately. Many of these are not retrieved (despite what the law requires) and
may linger for days before dying. These birds do not deserve this kind of treatment.
It is cruel! They have been known as backyard birds for years,

The Mourning Dove has heen protected since 1971 when Gov. Lucey signed
Senate Bx!i 422 declam;g the Mourning Dove Wisconsin's "Symbol of Peace”. This
bill also deleted the Dove from Wisconsin's def nition of a game bird. [ want to see
these birds remain protected Do not allow the law to be changed!

These are pot nuisance birds and they are not over-populated in Wisconsin.
Their numbers are actualiy declining according to information I read provided by
David Dolton of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. According to Dave, the Mourning
Dove populations in the eastern and central portions of the country are down
approximately 14% and 10% respectively.

' The Doves are actually beneficial to the farmers by eating weed seeds and left
over grain in the fields. They are a natural non-toxic, non-polluting herbicide.

I am sure that you must already be aware of the fact that these birds are
monogamous. They have more dignity and respect for their mate than people do.
Knowing this, you must also realize that if you shoot 150,000 birds which is what the
DNR spokesperson at the meeting stated, you are also preventing 150,000 birds
from nesting that are still alive. What does that do to your numbers? Then add the
stress of loss of their lifetime mate and being shot at, then add the weather and
natural predators. What does that do to their numbers?

My daughter called me into her room on 4-12-00 to have me listen to the
radio. She said people were talking about the Dove issue. I was appalled by what [
heard. A listener called in to the radio station and invited other listeners to join him
at the Hale park in ride in Greenfield. He stated he was just pulling in with a load
of Mourning Doves. He was inviting other listeners to come and shoot the Doves he




brought. Idon't think that you could be more disrespectful of life than that. Not to
mention that if these Dove's are so "wild", how did he "capture’ them to bring
them down to the park and ride? I called the Sheriffs Department and asked them
to go to the park and ride and arrest this man. To my knowledge, these birds are
still protected and it's illegal to fire a gun in the city. If people are doing this
already, what's next?

YOU NEED TO STOP THIS NOW!!!
WE DO NOT WANT A MOURNING DOVE HUNTING SEASON IN
WISCONSIN. AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED, THE MEETING
THAT WAS HELD AT THE WAUKESHA EXPO CENTER WAS A
JOKE, AND NOT A FUNNY ONE!

Yes, I attended. The timing was interesting for this meeting. Right after a
three-day gun show. Most of the people that I have spoken to weren't even aware
that this was happening. It must have been on of the hunter's greatest secrets.

The hunters were so rude, that the non-hunters had a hard time even being
heard trying to nominate someone for the Conservation Congress election. Motions
were made to close the nominations while the person was still speaking. (Democracy
at it's finest) If that wasn't bad enough, ballots were handed out in sections where
ballots had already been collected. Talk about unprofessional!

. Interestingly enough, I had no clue as to what the Conservation Congress
was or the fact that there was going to be an election at this meeting. I had no clue
 that there were any other iteins on the agenda either. It was interesting as well that
the hunters knew all of this got everything they wanted.

IF. you want to make sure that-you're truly doing what the people of
Wisconsin want, make this a referendum on a real ballot during a real election. 1
doubt very highly that the "special interest groups” would win once ALL the
citizens of Wisconsin knew what was going on.

Don't sell out our Natural Resources to "special interest groups™! You're

supposed to be protecting them!

Sincerely,

Wisconsin Resident



Think of dove hunt as

environmental education
MIs  Hfizfoo  oPINION
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n environmental educa-

tion program is being

proposed that may soon
heave 20,000 to 30,000 women
and men spending one to five
days sutdoors every year. They
wi-]% be intent on observing the
habits of a particular bird {Ze-
naida macroura). Part of this
study will be lonyg discussions
about the birds distribution,
population, fesding patterns,
breeding success, reproductive
capacity and habitat needs.
The students will spend fong
hours under sometimes poer
weather, conditions, searching
forihe small and fast-flying

Zenaidamacroyra. -

These'days afield will pro- .-

cuce atleast $15 per person’

perday, agesti-
mated by econ- .
omists. Thisis
the amount par-
ticipants are .
willing to pay
for a day of ob-
servation and
study over and
above their ex-
penses, This

. program will
produce several
million dollars
every year. Al-
though this pro-
gram will be
publidyman::© :

entirely by the participants.

A byproduct of this program
will be the provision of more
than 30,000 to 50,000 individual
servings of antibiotic-free, - -
free-ranging fowl that will fe-
place thousands of industrially
srown chickens on Wisconsin
platters. These meals will be
served at special gatherings of
friends and families.

The Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel has opined that there is
“no reason” to hunt mourning
doves {Zemaida macroura). Good
food, days afield, economic
benefit, environmental educa-
tion all with no tax Increase —
what doeditors miean by “no
reason”?

According to Wisconsin's
flagship newspaper, one rea-
son for hunting is'to control a
population. I wonder about
these editors, as Aldo Leopeld

taxes.: The costs will be paid " -

ded by FPhi Beta Kappa who
had never seen the geese ...
that twice a year proclaimed
the seasons to her well insulat-
ed roof.” Leopold wondered,
“Is education the process of
trading awareness for things of
lesser worth?” o

Yes, as part of this program,
some doves will die at the
hands of the observers, but
0% will escape. Do the editors
think that doves live forever, or
that they live long lives sur-
rounded by friends and family
as they gently pass o the here-
after? The life expectancy of
the dove is less than a year.

The greatest souree of death
in dovedom is the feral cat .

-{which a'tabby becomes when

sheapproaches the bird feed-
wer). Most doves die when they
TLonLE LT areicaught,

-played with
and gaten

- pared with a
swift death
from a well-
aimed charge
. of shot as the
dove beging a
- journey to the
. Toasting pan,
‘Why waste
. ‘the potential

the extension to dove hunting
an easy battle to fight? Why
lose these benefits because
peopie who don't know or care
arg swept away by slogans?
Millions of doltars of social

- benefits yearly, good food and

environmental education will
be denied Wiscensin dtizens if
doves are not added to the Bst
of game species. Moreover,
hunted doves will gain power-
ful political support from the
hunters. Indeed, if they follow
the path of geese and deer in
Wisconsin, we may someda
Aiave a “dove problem,” an
then we can, firially, expect
that Journal Sentircel edifors
will find a reason to hurit
doves.

Thomas 4. Heberlein is a profesmf
of rural socicloay at the University

because a small group opposes
sany Kind of hinting and Bnds™




